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THE ALPHA MEDICAL INSTITUTE.

Another Fraudulent Concern Closes Its Doors.
The Alpha Medical Institute of Cincinnati, a "consumption

cure" fake has gone out of business. This concern, which was
one of the Great American Frauds exposed by Samuel Hop¬
kins Adams, was founded by the late Dr. Thomas W. Graydon,
who "amassed a fortune from his understanding of the finan¬
cial possibilities of tuberculosis." In its advertising pamphlet
the '"institute" is pictured as a large and commodious building
bearing its sign; no such building ever existed outside of the
imagination of the advertising agent. The "treatment" itself
was "a combination of worthless inhalation with worse than
worthless medicines." In discussing this concern and detail¬
ing the result of his personal interview with its manager, Mr.
Adams says of the latter: "His one argument was that he
could produce testimonials, and his one plea, that the in¬
stitute ought not to be 'pounded' as it was going out of busi¬
ness in a few months, anyway. This means that the field
is exhausted; that, as invariably will happen, the accumulated
force of experience, proving the Alpha Medical Institute to be
a fraud, has finally overcome the counter-force of its advertis¬
ing. Probably its proprietors (I understand that Dr. Gray-
don's sons have got rid of the business as a baneful influence
on their social aspirations) will presently start tip under some
other name."

While the Alpha Medical Institute was doubtless in a

sickly condition, it was the United States government which
gave it the coup de grâce. After considerable evidence had
been collected, the Postoffiee Department cited the company to
show cause why a fraud order should not be issued. Instead,
a representative of the company pleaded guilty—and that is
Omega of Alpha.

Perspiro and Its Genesis.
Detroit, Oct. 18, 1908.

To the Editor:—A medical friend wrote a prescription for
one of his patients for excessive sweating of the feet, the
formula being that of the well-known Thiersehe's powder:

R. gm.
Salicylic acid. II or gr. xv
Boric acid .101 Siiss

The patient discovered he had a "good thing" and has placed
it on the market under the euphonious name of "Perspiro."
He sells with the powder twelve 1-grain tablets of perman¬
ganate of potash with instructions to soak the feet each night
in hot water in which is dissolved one of the permanganate
tablets. The salicylic acid in the powder attacks the socks
so that they are soon full of holes.

E. T. Millioan, M.D.

A "Shot Gun."
The following prescription was given by a physician to a

pat ient during the last three months :

R. Merck's Colchicin
" Strychn. Phos., aa.grs. ii
" Sod. iodid

" salicyl.,    .3x
Tr. Belladonnse
" Bryonia alb., ¡"la.3ii
" Capsicum .3i
" Arnica mont

Pulsatilla
" Rhus tox, aa.3v
" Phytolocca .3x
" Cimicif. Rac.
" Colchieum, ââ.3xv

Reed and Carnick's Elix. Peptenzyme.31x
M. S. Take sixty (60) minims (drops) in a glassful of

water, an hour after each meal. Take every 2 hours if very
severe.

The Abuse of the Tablet.
The convenience of the tablet form of medication has doubt¬

less developed in the medicine-taking public a dangerous con-

tempt for potent drugs that has been bred of familiarity. This
was recently exemplified by the case reported in our British
contemporaries of a woman who took thirteen aspirin tablets
between 3 p. m. one day and 10 a. m. the next. She died of
heart failure and, in accordance with the medical testimony,
a verdict was returned of death accelerated by an overdose
of aspirin.

The very advantages that a tablet has in ease of adminis¬
tration, convenience and portability, are in themselves ele¬
ments of danger when drugs in this form are indiscriminately
used by the public.

The Burial Place of Dr. John H. Rauch.
Lebanon, Pa., Dec. 13, 1908.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Inseveral recent numbers of The Journal
I find tributes to the memory of Dr. John H. Rauch. George
Homan, M.D., Secretary of the State Board of Health of
Missouri, states that he does not know where the body of
Dr. Rauch is buried or whether the spot is marked by any
memorial adequately showing the vastness and value of his
work.

Dr. John H. Rauch reached Lebanon, Pa. (his birthplace
and the home of his relatives) from Chicago, wearied, wor-

ried, despondent and in ill health, in the autumn of 1893.
Nevertheless, his interest in his life-work forced him to con-

tinue writing to The Journal and collecting data on the
topics in which he was interested.

His family life with his relatives here was very pleasant
and seemed to cheer him, but on the morning of March 24,
1894, I was hurriedly called to his brother's home, where he
was staying, to find him dead in his bed; he had retired,
complaining of a pain on his chest, but during the night had
not called for any attention by the family; he had apparently
died several hours before daybreak. His body rests in our
local cemetery.

As an old friend, he spent much of his time in my com¬

pany, and I know he felt keenly his retirement from active
participation in the work to which he had devoted himself
and the ingratitude manifested.

The effort of the medical profession, and especially of
the State of Illinois, to honor his work and his memory,
comes late, but will, I hope, result in some suitable action. His
interest in the public park system of Chicago, which he
originated as a health measure as well as a matter of civic
pride, might earn for him a recognition in naming one of the
parks for him, or in erecting in one of them a monument re¬

citing his activities in federal, state and municipal work.
W. M. Guilford.

Legislation on Animal Experimentation in New York.
New York, December, 1908.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Lastwinter two decided efforts were made
before the legislature of this state by two separate organiza-
tions to secure the enactment of laws seriously restricting
animal experimentation as a means of established scientific
medical progress. These efforts will be repeated during the
coming session of the legislature. On Nov. 11, 1908, a concert
was given in this city by the New York Antivivisection So-
ciety for the purpose of advancing their aims in this respect.
A pamphlet is now being circulated among physicians and
others in various parts of the state by the Society for the
Prevention of Abuse in Animal Experimentation, calling at-
tention to the assumed horrors of vivisection and urging sup-
port in the effort which the society will make at the coming
session of the legislature to secure restrictive legislation.
This pamphlet, a typical piece of antivivisection literature, is
evidently the work of one whose eyes are shut to the real
state of facts, for the allegations made therein are un¬

justified and unsupported by proof. They are based
largely on obsolete European methods. No reliable evidence
that needless suffering is inflicted in animal experi¬
mentation in lat oratories or elsewhere has been brought
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